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 580 MODERN LANGUAGE NOTES, DECEMBER, 1937

 And the sin I impute to each frustrate ghost

 Is-the unlit lamp and the ungirt loin,

 Though the end in sight was a vice, I say.

 (The Statue and the Bust)

 But in 1842 Browning had not the courage of his convictions.

 His advertisement is well known. " Such poems as the following
 come properly enough, I suppose, under the head of 'Dramatic

 Pieces'; being, though for the most part Lyric in expression, always

 Dramatic in principle, and so many utterances of so many imagi-
 nary persons, not mine." So in reprinting Porphyria and Johannes

 Agricola he felt they might injure susceptibilities, the former by
 its unconventional moral, the latter by its scathing satire on religi-

 ous orthodoxy.' The title, Madhouse Cells, was a convenient

 means of fobbing the two poems off as entirely objective studies in

 mental aberration.

 By 1863, however, he had got over the worst pangs of poetical

 stage-fright, and was undertaking more and more to express his

 own opinions in his poems. It was time to get rid of the title,

 Madhouse Cells, and the humbug it stood for. Without it no one
 would have ever thought Porphyria's Lover a study in anything

 madder than the sort of eccentricity readers of Browning are

 accustomed to.

 C. R. TRACY
 The University of Alberta

 RECENT WORKS ON PROSE FICTION BEFORE 18001

 Stith Thompson's monumental Motif-Index of Folk-Literacdre
 is now completed in six volumes, the last being its " Alphabetical
 Index," of over 600 pages, which should prove one of the most
 useful tools of research for students of the early history of prose
 fiction. The sub-title indicates the riches to be found therein,-

 'See my article in SP, xxxiii (1936), 618.
 1Because a longer period than usual has passed since my last report,

 and because a larger number of books and articles than ever before have
 had to be examined, I am forced to limit my comments to succinct
 accounts of the chief purposes and uses of the more important books and
 articles, and sometimes to a mere mention of titles. For the same reasons
 my personal comments will often seem dogmatic, lack of space preventing
 presentation of supporting evidence.
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